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INTRODUCTION. 


cr'RK  Cafe  having  heen  fiated,  and  Ccmicil  of  the  frji 
^  Eminence  in  Great-Britain  confulted^  on  the  Right 
■4tnd  1'itle  of  the  Govej'ncr  and  Company  of  the  Colony 
of  Conne6ticut,  to  the  Lands  'd'ithiii  the  IJmils  and 
Bounds  of  their  Patent^^  lying  Wcjizvard  of  the  Province 
of  New- York,  notwithflanding  the  Settlemints  of  Bonn- 
■daries  between  this  Colony  and  that  Province^  and  not^ 
xvithfianding  tht  fuhfcquent  Charier  to  Sir  William 
Penn. 

7'heir  'Opinion  "Cvas  given  in  Tavcr  of  the  Right  and 
/title  of  the  Governor  and  Company  to  faid  Lands -^ — 
and  they  dire^ed  the  Courfe  of  Proceedings^  legal  and 
expedient  for  the  Governor  and  -Company  of  Conned:icuc 
to  purfue^  to  be  either '  amicably  and  i?r  Concurrence  with 
the  PropriUaries  of  Pennlylvania,  or  in  Cafe  of  the 
Refufal  of  thofe  Proprietaries^  without  them  to  apply 
to  the  King  and  Council^  praying  his  Majejiy  to  appoint 
Commijfoners  in  America  to  decide  the  ^iefiion  with 
■the  tifual  Power   of  Appeal, 

'The  General  Affembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
•cf  the  Colony  of  Conne6ticut,  holden  at  New-Haven  in 
■Odiober  loft^ — Refolved  to  make  their  Claim  to  thofi 
-Lands,  and  in  a  legal  Manner  to  f^pport  the  fame. — 

Q}1 


iv  I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N. 

Ccl.  DvER,  BolJ-.  Johnson  {ind  Mr.  Strong,  ivere 
ikii-cwpOn  appointed  and  co-mnijjioned  to  trerJ  zvith  Go- 
i-ernQr.  Penn,  ^md  the  Agent  cr  Agents  af  the  Prv- 
ptietaries  of  Penniyivania,  refpe^fing  an  amicable  Agree- 
ih'iHt  betivcen  the  Colcny  and  the  fald  Proprietdries^ 
Cificerning  the  Bcundaries  of  this  C&lony  and  the  Prcvince 
if  Penniylvania  ;  But  if  faid  Proprietaries  preferred 
jcining  in  an  Application  to  His  Majeftv  for  CcmmiJJi- 
o/iers  to  fettle  faid  Line,  in  that  Cafe  the  Ccrnraittee 
ivere  authorifed  to  join  on  Behalf  of  this  Cdony  in  fiuh 
Applicatiori.  :  And  they  zvere  further  diretled  to  confult 
and  agree  ivith  Governor  Penn  up^on  fuch  Meafures  as 
ivould  tend  to  prcferve  Peace  and  good  Order  among 
the  Inhabitants  of  faid  hands.,  and  prevent  mutual  Vio^- 
lence  and  Coritention,  during  the  Pime  the  Boundaries 
hetvoeen  this  Colony  and  the  Proprietaries  of  that  PrO' 
vi^jce   ?'emain   H'/idelermimd, 

P'he  follozving  Reprefentation  of  the  CommiffioMrs  afore- 
mentioned.,     was   made   to   the   General  Affemhly    of    ths- 
Cplony  tfjT  Conne6licut,   holden  at  H-Rrd'ordy  by.yldjewn>'  . 
inji'/h\    on  the  fecond   Wednefday  of  January.   1774,  rc^ 
lative   to   the  fubje^  Matter  of  their  Commi£wn^ 


^c^?"^^  ^^  ::*^  ^'^ . 
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2^  t/je  Honorable  Genej^al  AJfembly  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,   ?iow  holden  at 
Hartford,  in  f aid  Colony ^  by  Adjourn" 
^ment. 

^^^^^^^  U  R  S  U  A  N  T    to    your    Honor's 
^xs^'xeoo*^!'^  Appointment,   and  the  Nomination, 
^  ^  M     M  I*  M  ^^  '■^^^  general  Committee  convened 
^      P       ^  1^  at   Norwich,     \\  e   the    Subfcribers, 
^  M     M  i  M  ^^^^   ^^   ^^^   Difpatch  that  the  Si- 
^^^^^ooo-xS)^!;!  tuation    of  our  private    Affairs,  and 
Sl^^I^M^^  the   advanced    Seafon  _  of  the   Year 
would  admit  of,    repaired  to   Phila- 
delphia^ to  wait  upon  Governor  Psnn,   for  the  Pur« 

poi^s 
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pofes  in   the  Votes   and  Refolutions  of  this  AiTcmbly 
in  Otiober  lafl  mentioned  and  direded. 

We  arrived  there  on  the  i4tli  Day  of  December 
laft  ;  and  the  next  Morning  notified  Governor  Penn 
of  our  Arrival,  and  requeited  an  Audience  of  him 
by  the  following   Card  ; 

^^/^OL.  Dyer,  Dr.  Johnson,  an(^  Mr.  Strong, 
^  "  from  CcnnecJicut^  prefent  their  reljpeftful 
"  Compliments  to  His  Honor  Governor  Penn,  and 
"  acquaint  him,  that  they  are  diretfted  by  the  General 
"  Aifembly  of  the  Colony  of  Conm£liciit^  to  lay  before 
"  him  the  Votes  and  Refolutions  of  that  AfTembly, 
"  .relative  to  the  Lands  contained  within  the  JLimits 
"  and  Boundaries  of  the  Charter  of  that  Colony, 
"  and  claimed  by  the  Honorable  Proprietaries  of 
"  Pennfyhania  j  and  beg  the  Favor  .of  him  to  acquaint 
•'  them,  when  it  may  be  convenient  for  them  to  wait 
.*'  upon    him   for    that  Purpofe. 

''^  Wednefday  Mornin^^  i^ih  Dec.  1773" 

The  Governor  gave  us  the  following  Anfwer,  viz. 

iP^-^"  Governor  prefents  his  Compliments  to  Col. 

•*■  "  Dyer,  Dr.  Johnson,  and  Mr,  Strong, 
•*  and  will  be  ready  to  receivfe  them  in  Council  at 
**  Twelve  o'Clock  To-Day,  at  his  Houfe  in  Chefnut- 
**  Street. 

^.'- fVc'dnefday  Mornings  Dec,  I  St  h^  '(■'J7Z'* 

AccoR- 
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"  AcDORDiNGLY,  at  the  Hour  appointed,  we  waited 
upon  him,  when  he  politely  received  us  in  i'ulL 
Council.  We  then  delivered  hira  I^s  Honor  the 
Governor's  Letter,  and  laid  before  him  the  Votes, 
and  Refolutions  of  this  AfTembly  which  were  com- 
mitted to  us,  which,  he  cauled  to  be  read  by  his. 
Secretary.  We  then  fummarily  ftated  to  him,,  the. 
.^rport  of  our  Meflage,  and  of  thole  Votes  and 
Refolutions ;  obferving,  that  the  Subje6l  Matter  of 
them  properly  divided  iticif  into  three  dillind  Quef- 
tions,  viz.. 

ijt.  Whether  he  would  enter  into  a  Negotiation 
with  us,  for  the  Purpofe  of  fettling  the  Limits  and 
Boundaries  between  the  Colony  of  ConneHicut  and 
the  Proprietaries  of  Pennjyhania,  and  the  whole 
Controverfy   relative  thereto  ?     Or  if  not^ 

idl)\  Whether  he  would  join  with  the  Colony 
in>  an  Application  to  his  Majefty  in  Council,  to 
appoint  CommiHioners  to  decide  it  ?.     And,. 

gi/y.  Consult  with  us,  and  agree  upon  fuch 
Meaiures  as  might  prefcrve  Peace  and  good  Order 
among  the  Inhabitants  lettled  in  the  contefted  Coun- 
try,  while  the   Dilputc   Ihould   be  depending  ? 

■To  all  which  we  requellcd  dillin6t  and  expreis 
Anfwers.. 

Aeter. 
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After  fome  Convcrfation  with  his  Council,  ht 
obferved  to  us,  that  he  apprehended  he  could  not, 
with  Propriety,  enter  into  any  Negotiation  with  us, 
until  he  was  particularly  acquainted  with  the  Nature 
and  precife  Extent  of  the  Conne^icut  Claim,  to  which 
he  was  a  Stranger;  and  that  k  ought  to  be  laid  before-, 
him   in  Writing,  &c. 

To  which  v/e  replied,  that  wc  had  no  Objedlion, 
except  the  Length  of  Time  it  might  take  up  to 
traniad  the  whole  Affair  with  him  in  Writing  ;  but 
that  \ye  apprehended  he  could  be  no  Stranger  to 
our  Claim,  which  was  a  Matter  of  public  Notoriety ; 
that  it  was,  to  the  Purpofe  of  our  Negotiation,  fuf- 
ficiently  expreffed  and  defignated  in  the  Votes  and 
Refolutions  of  Allembly  which  were  before  him  i  or 
if  it  was  expedient  to  ftate  it  more  precifely  and 
in  Writing,  that  it  was  neccfTary  that  the  Requifi- 
tion  fhould  alfo  be  in  writing  ;  which  he  agreed  was 
right,  and  that  he  would  accordingly  malce  a  written 
Requifition.  Upon  which  we  withdrew,  and  the  next 
Morning   received   the  followinor  Letter, 

"  Philndelphia^  the  i ^th 'of  Decemher^  ^773- 
"  Gentlemen, 

HAVE  taken  into  Confederation  the  Letter  you 
"  this  Day  delivered  me  from  Governor  Trum- 
bull, and  the  Ad  of  Aflem.bly,  and  feveral  Re- 
Iblves  of  the  Governor  and  Affembly  of  the  Co-  ^ 
lony  of  ConncEiicut^  refpeding  their  Claim  of  Lands 
Within  the  Province  of  Pamfyhama^  and  appointing 

"  you 
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**  you  a  Committee,  with  Power  to  treat  with  me 
"  and  the  Proprietary  Agents,  relpediing  an  amicable 
"  Settlement  of  that  Claim.  As  a  Step  previous  to 
"  my  treating  with  you  on  that  Subject,  it  appears  to 
*'  me  neceflary  and  proper  that  you  fhould  lay  before 
*'  me.  in  Writing,  the  precife  Extent  of  their  Claim, 
*'  which  I  requeft  you  will  favor  me  with  as  foon 
'*  as    poflible,   and  am, 

"  Gentlemei^, 

*'  Your  moft  obedient 
*•  Humble  Serv.;nt, 
"JOHN    P  E  N  N.** 

To  which  we  gave  this  Anfwer  5 

*'  Philadelphia^  i^th  Dec.  1773^ 
/r     "SIR, 

••V\7'E  beg   leave  to   return  your  Honor  cur  fin- 
"  cere   Thanks  for  the   early  Attention  you 
•*  have   been   pleafed  to  give   to  the   Papers  we  had 
•*  xh.t  Honor  to  lay   before  you  this  Morning. 

**  From  thofe  Papers  it  is  apparent  that  we  are 
•*  dire6ted  to  treat  only  upon  the  Claims  therein 
"  mentioned,  and  are  to  negotiate  rather  a  Mode  of 
•*  obtaining  an  amicable  Settlement  of  the  Contro- 
"  verfy  between  the  Colony  and  the  Proprietaries, 
"  than  an  adual  and  precife  Settlement  of  the  Line 
*'  and  Boundaries  between  them.  V/e  therefore  ap- 
•*  prehend  that  the  Claim  on  the  Part  of  the  C:l  ny 


(  5  ) 

"  of  Ccnnenicut,  Is,  to  the  Purpofe  c£  the.  Negoti- 
'"  aticn  with'  wliich  we  are  charged,  fufficiently  de- 
*'  fignaied  in  the  A£bs  of  Afiernbly  now  before 
V  you.  But  as  we  bring  with  us  the  moft  fincere 
**  Diipofition  to  effc^,  if  poffible,  an  amicable  Set- 
*'  tlement  of  this  Controvtrfy,  that  we  may  give 
"  every  Facility  in  our  Pov/er,  tov/ards  the  Accom=- 
"  plifhment  of  fo  very  defirable  an  Obje6l,  we  will 
'■'•  further  mention  to  you,.  That  the  Title  to  the 
"  Lands  in  Queftion,  on  the  Part  of  the  Colony  of 
"  Conne^icut'j  is  principally  founded  upon  the  Royal 
"  Charter  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  that 
"  Colony  from  his  lare  Majefcy  King  Charles  the 
"  Second^  dated,  at.  Wefiminftery  Anno  1662  ;  the 
"  Boundaries  of  which  are  thus  expreffed  ;  "  All 
"  that  Part  of  our  Dominions,  in  New-England  in 
*'  America,  bounden  on  the  Eail  by  Narraganfet-River^, 
**■  commonly  called  Narraganfet-Bay,,  where  the  faid* 
"River  falleth  into  the  Sea,  and  on  the  North-  by 
"  the  Line  of  the  Maffachufetts  Plantation,,  and  ortr 
*'.  the  South  by  the  Sea,  and  in  Lonmtude  as  the: 
"  Line  .^  of  the  Majfachufetts  Colony  running  from- 
"  Eaft  to  Weft  •,:  That  .is.  to  fay,  from  the  faid 
*'■.  Nan-agd?ifei-Bay  on  the  Eaft,,  to  the  South-Sea  on? 
"the  Welt,  with  the  Illand.s  thereunto  joining,  to- 
".gether 'with  all  firm  Lands,"  &c^  WjiicK  Limits 
"•and  Boundaries  do  include  a,  conliderable  Part  of' 
"  rthe  Lands  afterwards  granted ,  by  .tlie  Crown  ta- 
"  Sir  William  Penn,.  in  1681,  and  which  confti- 
"  -tute  a  Part  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  as 
"■  now  claimed  by  the  Proprietaries  ;    but  what  Part 

"  ill 
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in  certain  of  thofe  Lands  are  fo  contained  v/itKia 
the  Limits  of  the  Patent  to  CcnncBicuty  can  be 
kriowri  only  by  actually  running  and  afccrtaining  the 
Lines  of  that  Patent,  which  we  conceive  will  be 
beft  doTi"  by  Commiffioners  mutually  appointed 
by  the  Colony  and  the  Honorable  Proprietaries. 
And  We  on  the  Part  of  the  Colony,  are  now 
ready  to  agree  to  fuch  Commiflloners,  who  fhall 
be  fully  authtrifed  to  execute  the  fame  in  tlie 
moft  effedual  Manner,  as  foon  as  poflible.  We 
-are  at  the  fame  Time  fenfible,  that  a  Doubt  may 
arife,  in  what  Direction  the  Southern  Line  of  the 
Patent  of  Comie5Hcu.t  Ihall  crofs  the  Patent  to  Sir 
William  Penn  •,  whether  agreeable  to  the  ancient 
Boundary  of  New-England^^  at  the  40th  Degree  of 
N.  Latitude,  according  to  the  Courfe  of  the  Sea 
Or  Sound  upon  which  the  Grant  to  Con'M^icut  is 
in  Part  bounded,  viz,  in  a  Courfe  nearly  W.  S.  W. 
or  according  to  the  Courfe  of  the  Southern  Line  of 
the  Province  of  the  Majjachujetts-Bay^  which  is  the 
Northern  Line  of  Connecticut^  and  is  nearly  Eaft  and 
Weft",  we  conceive  may  well  be  left  to  be  difcufied 
before  fuch  Commiflloners,  and  by  them  decided ; 
in  which  we  will  acquiefce,  unlefs  by  mutual 
Contefiions,  to  which,  for  the  Sake  of  Peace, 
we  fhall  not  be  avcrfe,  we  can  agree  to  fix  pre- 
cifely  the  CouTrfe  by  which  that  Line  fhall  be  run, 
"  We  are,  with  great  Truth  and  Efleem, 
"**  Sir,  your  mofb  obedient  and  moft  humble  Servants, 
*'£liphalet  Dyer,  1  Commiflloners 

."  William-Samuel  Johnson,  >fromthe  Colony 
"Jedidiah  Strong,  J  oiConns^kuU 

-**  GovzRNOR  PENN/» 
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And    thereto  received  the   following  Reply  j 

"   Fhiladel;phia,  the  ijth  of  December^  ^77  Z'^ 
^  ,     "  Gentlemen, 

**I  Yesterday  received  your  Favour  in  Anfwer 
'*•  "■  to  my  Requifirion  that  you  would  lay  before^ 
**  me  the  prccife  Extent  of  the  Claim  of  the  Colony 
*•■  of  Connecticut  \  but  muft  own  I  am  much  difap- 
*'  pointed  to  find  that,  inflead  of  complying  with 
'*  my  Requefl,  you  have  only  in  general  referred 
**  me  to  the  Expreflions  of  your  Charter  of  1662, 
**  which  are  by  no  Means  determinate,  and  you  your- 
*'  klves   admit  to   be  of  doubtful  Interpretation. 

"  The  Uncertainty  in  the  Bounds  and  Extent  of 
**  that  Charter,  as  well  as  of  other  of  the  NeW' 
*'  England  Grants,  occafioned  a  Royal  Commifiion 
*'  to  illue  fo  early  as  within  Two  Years  after  the 
*'  Date  of  your  Charter,  for  the  declared  Purpofe  of 
"  fettling  the  Bounds  and  Limits  of  their  feveral 
"  Charters  and  Jurifdidrions  \  in  Confequence  of 
•*  which  a  North-North- Weft  Line  drawn  from 
*'  Ma?noronick~ River  to  the  Line  of  the  MaJfachufettSy 
*'  was  declared,  and  exprefly  fixed  and  eftabliflied  to 
*'  be  the  V.  efrern  bounds  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
*'  mElicut  ;  which  Boundary  was  then  folemnly  af- 
"  ftnted  to,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Governor 
**  and   CommifTioncrs   of  the   Colony. 

*'  After 
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•*  After  this  Settlement  of  your  Weftern  Boun- 
*'  dary,  the  Grant  of  Pennfylvania  was  made  to 
"  William  Penn,  the  Duke  of  Tork  alfo  relin- 
*'  quifliing  his  Claim  to  the  Lands  comprifed  therein  ; 
*'  and  it  was  never  underftood  by  the  Crown  at 
*'  that  Time,  nor  by  the  Grantee  William  Penn, 
"  nor  by  any  other  Perlbns  for  near  Eighty  Years, 
*'  fo  far  as  I  have  lieard,  that  the  Grant  of  Pmn- 
"  fylvania  any  Way  intrenched  upon,  or  approached 
"  near  any  of  the  New-England  Grants,  'till  the  late 
**  Claim  was  fet  up  on  the  Part  of  your  Colony^ 

'*  Being  clearly  of  Opinion,  for  thelc  and  msny 
**  other  Reafons,  that  the  prefent  Claim  made  by 
•'  your  Government,  of  any  Lands  Weftward  of  the 
•'  Province  of  New-Tcrk,  is  without  the  leaft  Foun- 
"  dation,  you  cannot  reafonably  exped:  that  I  fhould 
**  accept  of  the  Propofai  of  fettling  and  afcertaining 
'*  the  Boundaries  between  the  Color. y  of  Conne^icut 
"  and  this  Province,  or  enter  with  you  into  a  Ne- 
'*  gotiation  on  that  Subject  :  Nor  can,  I,  with  any 
"  Propriety,  agree  to  the  Alternative  propofed  in 
**  the  Adb  of  Aflembly  of  your  Colony,  which  you 
**  have  laid  before  me,  viz.  "  That  if  we  cr.rnot 
•*  agree  amicably  to  afcertain  thofe  Boundaries,  then 
*'  to  join  in  an  Application  to  His  Majefty  to 
*'  appoint  Commiffoners  for  that  Purpofs,"  becaufe 
"  in  either  of  thefe  Cafes,  I  Ihculd  admit  a  Claim 
**  on  the  Part  of  your  Colony,  which  the  Prcprie* 
"  tarics    of  Pitinfylvania    are  well   advifed   cannot   be 

."  fupported^ 


*'  fupported,    without   giving   your   Charter    a   Gcn~ 

•*'  firudhuii  difFcrtnt  from   vvhs.t  hc.s   been   determined 

*'  to  be  the  Senfe  of  other  Charters,  of  the  like  Kind, 

*'  nor   v/.thout    allowing   your   Limits    to   extend    iar 

"  beyond   thoie   heretolcre  iixed  by   the    Royal   Au- 

*'  thority. 

"  But  if  your  Colony,  Gentlemen,  fhould  ftill 
*'  apprehend  they  have  a  juft  Claim  to  Lands  with- 
"  in  the  Grant  of  this  Province,  and  fliculd  adhere 
*'  to.  their  late  Refolve  to  affert  and  lupport  it> 
*'  you  may  be  aflured  that  the  Proprietaries  of 
*'  Pennjylvania  moft  ardently  wifh  to  have  the  Matter 
*^'  brought  to  the  moft  ipeedy  IiTue  poflible,  and 
"  that,  upon  a  Petition  for  tliat  Purpofe,  to  be  pre- 
*'  ferred  by  your  Government  to  His  Majefly  in 
*'  Council,  which  it  is  apprehended  is  the  proper 
*'  conftitutional  Tribunal  to  apply  to  on  this  Occafion, 
*'  they  Will  appear  on  the  hrll  Notice,  and  anfwer 
*'  fuch   Petition,   and   give  all   the   Difpatch    in  their 

Power  .  to   bring  the  Matter  to  a  linal  Decilion. 


«( 


^*  It  gives  me  the  greateft  Concern,  v/hen  I  call 
*'  to  Mind  tlie  repeated  Outrages  which  have  been 
*'  committed  by  a  Number  of  lawiefs  People  from 
*'  your  Colony,  who,  without  any  Warrant  or  Au- 
*'•  thority.  from  the  Government  of  Conne^icut^  have 
*'  for  fome  Years  paft,  forcibly,  and  in  an  hoftile 
*'  Manner*,  difpofiefled  the  Tenants  who  \yere  fettled 
**  on  Lands;  under  Warrants  and .  by  the  Licence  of 
^  the  iproprietors  of  Pennfyhania,  "  I 


(  It  ) 

"  I  SHALL  However  be  ready  to  hear  any  reafohablc 
"  Propofals  you  may  have  to  offer  for  putting  an 
**  End  to  fuch  Violence,  and  rcftore  the  public 
"  Tranquility  in  future,  and  Hiall  chearfully  joia- 
*'  with  you  in  any  proper  and  equitable  Meafures 
*^  to  effedl  fo  valuable  a  Purpofe.. 
f  "  I  am, 

.    .  "  G-EN-TLEMTiN-,      . 

"  Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"JOHN     PEN  N."' 

Your  Committee  imagining  from  the  above  Letter^ 
as  well  as  from  Converfation  with  feveral  principal 
Members  of  Council,  that  little  Profpedl  remamed 
of  fucceeding  in  the  two  firft.  Branches  of  their 
Negotiation,  and  confidering  that  the  Peace  of  the 
Settlers  was  a  diffufe  Subjed:,„  and  that  a  Treaty 
upon  it,;  in  the  Courfe  they  were'  in,  miglit  be  pro- 
traced  to  an-  immoderate  Length,,  and  conlume  much 
Timei;  to  abbreviate  and  expedite  -  it,.-  as  much  as. 
poilible,.  they  requefled  of  the  Governor  a  free  Con-' 
ierence  with  him  upon  the  .Subiedt,!  to  which  v/e" 
were  accordinojly  admitted  (he  fitting  again  in  Council)* 
on  Saturday   tihe  18  th   of  December^,  at  11  o'Clock. 

In  the  Courfe  of  this  Confererrce  the  whole  Subje6E 
was.  fully  difcuifed,.  arvd  particularly  that  Part  of  ic 
wliich  refpedted  the  Qiiiet  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
cpntefted  Country,  during  the  Pendency  of  the 
Coatroverfy- J   to  eftedt  which,  your  Committee  pro- 
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pofed  a  perfonal  Diftin6lion  of  the  Settlers  for  the 
Purpofe  of  Jurifdidion,  by  their  entering  their  Namts 
in  fome  proper  Office  •,  which  after  a  tull  Difcufllon 
was  rejed:ed,  and  the  Conference  ended  between  One 
tnd  Two  o'clock. 

On  Monday  Morning,  the  20th,  we  tranfmitted  the 
following  Anfwer  to  the  lail  above-recited  Letter 
from   Governor  Penn  j 

"  Philadelphia y  i^th  December^    ^773' 

Cc  "SI  R. 

**\X7E  are  extremely  forry  to  find,  by  your  Fa- 
•  "  vor  of  Yefterday,  that  all  Hopes  of  an 
"  amicable  Settlement  of  the  Controverfy  betwcer 
"  the  Colony  of  Conne^iicut  and  the  Proprietaries  of 
"  Pennfylvania  are  at  an  End — that  you  are  of  Opi- 
*'  nion,  that  you  cannot,  with  any  Propriety,  enter 
^*  into  any  Negotiation  with  us  for  that  Purpofe — " 
**  or  even  accept  the  Alternative  propofed  in  the 
**  Adl  of  Aflembly  of  our  Colony,  of  a  joint  Ap- 
"  plication  to  His  Majelly  to  appoint  Commiffioners 
**  to  decide  it„ 

"  That  his  Majefty  in  Council  Is  the  Conflitutional 
••  Tribunal  by  which  we  muft  be  finally  decided  in 
*'  all  Difputes  of  this  Nature,  we  agree,  and  are 
**  perfuaded  that  all  it's  Decifions  will  ever  be  found- 
**  ed  in  the  ftrideft  Impartiality  and  Juflice.  Yet, 
**  it  muft  be  admitted,  it  is  a  Tribunal  which,  from 

"  it'Ji 
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•*  It'sDlftancc,  it's  Conftitution  and  other  Clrcumftances, 
is  attended  always  with  great  Expence,  frequently 
with  much  Delay  to  the  Suitors.  We  cannot 
therefore  but  be  of  the  Opinion,  that  it  woul4 
have  been  more  eligible  for  the  Colony  and  the 
Proprietors,  to  have  fettled  this  Difpute  by  Agree- 
ment between  themlelves,  or  by  Reference  to 
Gentlemen  of  Judgment  and  Impartiality  in  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  who  might  have  immedi- 
ately  decided  it  upon  the  Spot,  with  little  Expence  ; 
or  even,  if  it  was  judged  more  expedient  to  ap- 
ply to  His  Majefty  in  Council,  we  apprehend 
'  much  Delay  and  Expence  might  have  been   faved, 

*  and  a  more  conclufive  DecifiQn  obtained  by  a  joint 

*  Application. 

"  The  Reaj^Tis  which  you  have  been  picafed  to 
**  mention  as  the  Ground  of  your  Opinion  upon 
**  this  Subject,  do  not  appear  to  us  to  be  conclu- 
"  five.  There  i$  a  clear  Diilindion  between  a  Claim 
**  and  a  Right  •,  and  however  ill  founded  the  Claim 
"  of  the'  Colony  may  by  you  be  imagined  to  be, 
•*  yet  that  it  is  an  exifting  Claim,  cannot  be  denied  j 
•'  and  how  the  Admiflion  of  fuch  Claim,  fo  far  a$ 
**  to  negotiate  upon  if>  to  attempt  to  fettle  it,  of 
*'  to  join  in  an  Application  to  His  Majefty  for  an 
**  Adjudication   upon   it,    can,    in  any   Refpeft,  pre* 

**  judice   the   Right,    we   cannot  comprehend. 

*'  The  Colony  and  the  Proprietaries   both  claim  the 
*•  fame  Country,  the  Right  to  that  Country  can  be 

C  "  i» 
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"^^  In  but  cne  of  them — The  Claim  on  both  Sides 
**  muft  be  admitted,  the  Right  alone  will  be  difputed  ; 
**  it  can  therefore  prejudice  neither  Party,  or  muft 
"  affed  both  equally,  to  fubmit  in  any  proper 
"  Manner,  that  Right,  to  be  difcuffed  and  adjudi^' 
"  c'ated. 

"  We  apprehend  that  your  Honor  is  much  mifta- 
'*  ken  in  imagining   that   the    Settlement  of  the  Line 
•**  between   the   Colony  of  Ccnns^icut  and   tlie   Grant 
"  to  the   Duke  of  Tork  in    1664,  was  in  any  Degree' 
"  occafioned    by  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Bounds    and" 
*'  Extent  of  the  Charter  to  ConneEikut  and   the  other 
**  New-England    Grants.      That     Determination     had' 
**  another  and   a  very    different   Foundation,  viz.    the' 
*'  PoffcfTion    on  .the  Part  of  the  Dutch,  of  that  Ter- 
*'  ritory  which  was  afterwards   granted   to   the   Duke 
*'  of  T'crk  ',   a  PoflefTion  vi^hich   occafioned  it's   being 
"  excepted  out  of  the  original   Grant  to  the  Council' 
*'  of  Plymouth,    and  in   fa6l  prevented  it's  being  ever 
*'  veiled    in    the    Crown    until    the    Conqueft    thereof 

"  by    Col.   Nichcls  in  Auguft   1664. As  that  Ter-' 

"  ritory,  therefore,  was  not,  in  1662,  in  the  Crown 
-*  to  grant,  no  Part  of  it  could  pafs,  by  the  Patent, 
"  to  CoymeBiciit  ;  and  it  became  abfolutely  necefiary, ' 
"  after  the  Conqueft  and  the  Grant  to  the  Duke 
*'  of  Tork,  to  afcertain  what  Extent  of  Territory 
"  Jiad  been  fo  polTefied  by  the  Dutch  and  excepted 
"  out  of  the  antecedent  Grants  from  the  Crov/n, 
'*  ?.nd   ;tccordingly  the-CommilTiQn   under  which  that 

"  Settlement 
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■**  Settlement  was  made,   was  not  merely  a  Commit- 
"  fion  to  fettle  Boundaries,  but  an  Authority  to  heat* 
"  and   receive    and    to    examine    and    determine   all 
"  Complaints   and  ^Appeals    in    all  Caufcs  and   Mat- 
*'  ters    as    well    military  as   criminal   and   civil,    and 
■'^  proceed  in  all  Tilings  for  providing  for  and  fettling 
.  ""  the  Peace   and  Security  of  faid  Country,  and  was 
*'  applied    upon     that  Occafion   only    to   the   Deter- 
*V  mination  of  what  Part   of  the  Country   the  Duke 
"  of   Tork  was   intitled   to,    in  Virtue  of  the  Dutck 
*'  Poffeflion,     It  is  obvious,  therefore,  both   from  the 
*'  Occafion    and   the    Spirit   of    that   Agreement   and 
"  Settlement,    that   it   could   not  extend  to   or   affed: 
*'  any  other  Country  than  that  claimed  by  the  Duke 
"  of  Tork,   which  was   exprefly  limited,  in  Point  of 
"*'  Weftern   Extention,    by   the   River   Delaware,   and 
"  confequently   can   be  of    no   Ufe   to   the   Proprie- 
taries   of  Pemifyhania,    who    claim   not   under  the 
,"*'  Duke  of  Tork,   but   immediately   from   the  Crown 
"*'  by  their  Grant  in  1681. 

"  The  Country  now  claimed  by  the  Proprietaries 
"  under  that  Grant  within  the  Boundaries  of  the 
"  Colony  of  ConneElicut,  was  in  1662  undoubtedly  ir* 
*'  the  Crown,  and  confequently  pafTed  by  the  Royal 
"  Grant  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  that 
'"  Colony,  and  clearly  could  not  be  re-vcfted  in  the 
"  Crown,  by  a  Settlement  in  1664,  (to  which  th« 
^'  Crown  was  not  Party)  with  tlie  Duke  of  Tork^ 
i*  who   was  but  a  private  Subjed,   and   not  having 

"  bwca 
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**  been  fc-ve{led  In  the  Crown,  it  is  impoffible  it 
"  could  pafs   by    the  Grant  to   William    Penn    in 

*t  1 68 1. That   Settlement    therefore   we    conceive 

**  ought  to  have  no  Weight  in  your  Deliberations 
"  upon  this  Subjed",  much  lefs  to  form  an  Objedtion 
**  ao-ainft  your  entering  into  a  Settlement  of  the 
''  Controverfy  with  Ccnne^icut  in  the  moft  expeditious 
"  and  ieiill   expenfive  Mode  that  can  be   devifed. 

'*  Of  the  fame  Nature  is  the  Doubt  which  you 
*'  imagine  we  admit  witli  Refpeft  to  the  Courfe  in 
'*  which  the  Southern  Line  of  the  Grant  to  Con- 
"*  netikut  Iliall  pafs  the  Grant  to  William  Penn — • 
*'  Though  we  chofe  to  leave  that  Qiieftion  open  to 
"  Difcuffion  until  a  Negotiation  was  aftually  entered 
*'  upon,  yet  when  all  Parts  of  the  Grant,  and  other 
"  Circumftances  of  the  Cafe  are  confidered,  we 
'*  apprehend  very  little  Doubt  can  remain  with 
*'  Refped:  to  it. — Indeed,  we  imagine  your  Honor 
**  could  not  reafonably  exped  from  us  a  different 
•'  Anfwer  than  that  which  was  given  upon  the  Re- 
"  quifition  made  us,  as  we  had  received  no  Inti- 
•*  mations  from  you  oi  any  Difpofitions  towards  aa 
"  amicable  Settlement  of  the  Controverfy,  we  appre- 
*'  hend  you  could  not  expe6b  but  that  wc  fhould 
"  fave  to  the  Colony  whom  wc  have  the  Honor 
"  to  repref.nt,  all  Advantage  of  the-  moft  favorable 
*'  Conftrudion  of  their  Grant  in  Cafe  they  muft  be 
"  put  to  an  adverfary  Suit  and  a  legal  Decifion  of 
**  the  Contr«^vcrfy — But  to  the  Purpofe  of  the  Ne- 

.**  gotiatioo 


(     17    ) 

**  gotlation  we  propofed,  the  nioft  narrow  Conftruc* 
*'  tion  of  the  Grant  to  Conne^kut,  was,  we  appre- 
"  hend,  abundantly,  fufficient,  fince  a  Line  parallel 
"  to  the  M7^f)^%y^//j  Line  drawn  from  the  Southweftern 
*'  Boundary  of  Conne£ficut  with  the  Province  of  New- 
"  2'^ork^  will  include  at  leaft  one  Degree  in  Width 
•'  of  the  Lands  claimed  by  the  Proprietaries  as  Part 
"  of  this  Province^— an  Obje(5t  of  fufficient  Impor- 
*'  tance  to  merit  your  Attention,  and  to  be  the 
'*  Ground  of  fuch  a  Negotiation  as  we  had  the  Ho- 
*'  nor  to  propofe  to  you. 

"  However,  as  your  Sentiments  are  decifive  upoa 
*'  this  Subject,  we  beg  Pardon  for  giving  you  fur- 
*'  ther  Trouble  upon  it,  which  we  fhould  not  have 
*'  done  but  to  evince  to  you  with  how  much  Re- 
*'  luflance  we  refign  the  Hopes  we  had  entertained 
*'  of  an   amicable  Settlement  of  the   Controverfy. 

"  It  is,  however,  with  very  great  Satisfadion, 
**  that  we  receive  the  Intimations  you  are  pleafed 
"  to  give  us  of  your  Wilhes  .  to  preferve  Peace 
*'  among  the  Inhabitants  fettled  under  the  different 
*'  Claims,  and  your  Readinefs  to  receive  Propofals 
*'  tending  to   that  beneficial  Pui-pofe. 

■"  It  is  with  equal  Concern  that  we  alfo  recolle(5b 
•*  the  mutual  Violences  which  have  been  committed 
*'  upon  the  contefted  Lands — We  will  not  take  upon 
"  US  abfglutely  to  juftify  gr  tQ  condemn  cither  Party — 


J 
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**  Give  us  Leave  only  to  remark,  that  as  the  Settlerit 
*'  from  Conne5licut  and  other  Colonies  (for  but  Pai*t 
"  of  them  were  from  that  Colony)  entered  under  the 
*'  Sufquehamiah  Company,  who  alfo  imagined  themfelves 
"  to  have  the  Connehimt  Title,  with  a  declared 
"  Purpofe  of  gaining  an  a<5lual  PofiefTion,  without 
:  *'  which,  they  were  advifed,  they  could  not  advan- 
• "  tageoufly    try  their  Title,    they   entered  under   the 

•  *'  Idea  of  Right,  and  in  Point   of  Intention  may  be 

•  **  excufed  :  But  as  the  Colony  has  now  taken  up 
"  the  Matter,  and  exprefly  ailerted  their  Claim,  that 
"  the  like  Mifchiefs  may  in  future  be  prevented, 
•**  and  Peace  and  good  Order  preferved  in  that  Part 
"  of  the  Country,  we  propofe,  that  without  Preju- 
**  dice  to  the  Rights  of  the  Colony  or  the  Proprie- 
*'  taries,   a  temporary  Tine  of  Jurildi6tion  be  agreed 

.  *'  upon,  which  neither  Party  fh^all  exceed,  and 
"  Within  which  each  refpedively  may  exercife  fueh 
*'  P'owers  and  Authorities  as  they  judge  proper, 
■"  without  Interruption  or  Controul.  And  as  the 
**  Settlements  under  the  Proprietors  are  chiefly  upon 
*'  the  Wellern,  and  thofe  vmder  ConneSlicut  princi- 
"  pally  upon  the  Eaftern  Branch  of  the  Sufqiiehanncih 
**  River,  we  apprehend  a  temporary  Line  may  be 
"  fo  drav/n  as  tihat  Jurifdidion  may  be  exercifed  by 
"  each    over   their    refpesftlve    Settlers,    without    much 

"  Inconvenience. If  the  Idea  fiiall  meet  with  your 

"  Honor's   Approbation,  we  will  immediately  proceed 
.    "  to    delineate    and    fix    fuch   Line    with    Precifion, 

'*  and    are   with    m.uch    Refpcd    and    Efteem, 
\,.,'^j:^  Your  Honor's  moil  obedient  Humble  Servants, 
*'  Eliphalet  Dyer,  ") 

•*  William-Samuel  Jonhnson,  >  CommifTioners," 
f*  Jedidjah  StPvONG,  J 
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And  having  waited  with  fome  Impatience  for  his 
Reply  till  the  2 2d  at  Evening,  we  waited  upon  Mr. 
TiLMAN,  one  of  the  Council,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Land-Office,  to  enquire  when  we  might  probably 
exped  it,  and  if  poffiblc,  to  expedite  it  ;  when  we 
found  him  and  the  Attorney  General  engaged  in  the 
Bufmefs,  and  received  their  pofitive  Aflurance  that 
,.we  fhould  receive  the  Reply  the  next  Day. — Accor- 
dingly at  One  o'Clock  of  the  23d  we  received  the 
following  Letter  j 

"  Philadelphia^  the   i^d  December,  lyy^- 

ff    "Gentlemen, 

••T  do  affure  you  I  did  not  decline  your  Propofal 
"  for  an  amicable  Settlement  of  the  Controverly 
between  your  Colony  and  the  Proprietaries  of 
Pennfylvania,  or  of  a  joint  Application  to  the  Crown 
to  appoint  Commiffioners  to  fettle  Boundaries  be- 
tween them,  with  a  View  either  of  protra6ting 
the  Time,  or  enhancing  the  Expence  of  a  Decifion ; 
nor  caa  I  be  of  Opinion  that  an  adverfary  Suit, 
in  which  both  Sides  are  defirous  of  a  fpeedy  Con- 
clufion,  can  be  attended  with  any  extraordinary.^ 
Delay   or   Expence. 

,  "  In  the  Cafe  of  Commiffioners  to  fettle  Bounda- 
•'  ries,  they  muft  probably  be  chofen  in  different 
"  Colonies,  and  their  IVIeeting  and  Attendance  would 
"  be  both  difficult  to  obtain,  and  in  itfclf  very 
tt  expenfivc,    and  perhaps    after  much  Time    fpent 

i*  in. 


(       20      ) 

^*  in  bringing  the  Matter  to  a  Period,  the  Deter- 
**  mination  might  not  be  fatisfadlory  to  all  Parties, 
'*  and  only  prove  the  Foundation  of  an  Appeal  to 
*'  His  Majefty  in  Council. 

-  *'  Had  I    been  inclined  to  an  amicable  Settlement 

**  of  the  Matter,  I   was  not  at  Liberty  ;  being  con- 

**  cerned,    as    I   told   you    in   our   Conference   of  Sa^ 

**  turday  laft,  only    one  Fourth  of  the  Province,  and 

**  being   without   Powers  from   the   other  Proprietor, 

**  who  could   not   forefee,    when  I  left  England^   that 

*'  the  Colony    of    Conm^kut  would    have    taken    up 

**  this  Difpute,  or  adopted   a  Claim  which  they  had 

**  hitherto   declined  to  meddle  with. 

•'  I  AM  forry  to  find  myfelf  mifapprehended  when 
**  I  fpeak  of  the  Admiffion  of  a  Claim  which  I 
**  meant  to  guard  againll.  I  well  know  there  is  a 
**  clear  Diftinftion.  between  a  bare  Claim  and  a 
*'  Right  ;  but  a  jufi  Claim  and  a  Right  I  take  to 
•*  be  the  fame  Idea  ;  and  upon  the  Whole  of  my 
•*  ExprelTion,  I  think  I  muft  be  underftood  to  mean 
**  the  Admiflion  of  a  juft  Claim  ;  and  as,  in  my 
•*  Opinion,  the  Colony  of  Conne^icut  in  it's  Weftern' 
**  Extent  can  never  be  advanced  beyond  the  Eaftern 
•*  Limits  of  New-York^  I  conceived  there  would 
"  have  been  an  Impropriety  in  my  agreeing  to  a. 
"  joint  Application  for  Commiflioners  to  fettle  Boun- 
*■*  daries  •,  that  carrying  with  it  an  implied  acknow- 
*•  Icdgement  that  your  Claim  ought  to  extend  io 
•*  far  as  to  join  upon,  or  interfere  with  the  Province 
•  of  Pennjyhania.  •*  You 
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"  You  apprehend  I  was  miflaken  in'  imagining 
*'  that  the  Settlement  of  the  Line  between  the  Co- 
*'  lony  of  Ccnne^iicut  and  the  Grant  to  the  Duke 
*'  of  Tork^  was  in  any  Degree  occafioned  by  the 
*'  Uncertainty  of  the  Bounds  and  Extent  of  the 
**  Charter  of  Conne^icut,  and  the  other  New-England 
*'  Grants  ;  and  attempt  to  explain  the  Motives  of 
*'  that  Settlement  ;  and  then  you  proceed  in  a 
**  Courfe  of  Reafoning  upon  the  Merits  of  your 
**  Claim. 
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"  I  AM  fliil  of  Opinion  that  a  Hippofed  Uncer- 
tainty in  the  Bounds  of  the  New-England  Grants' 
•'  is  clearly  to  be  inferred  from  the  Terms  of  the 
**  Commiffion,  under  which  the  Settlement  of  1664 
*'  was  made  5  but  I  do  not  conceive  it  at  all  mate- 
*'  rial  at  this  Time  to  enter  into  any  Debate  upon 
*'  the  Inducements  to  the  making  the  Settlement  of 
*'  16645  or  the  Extent  of  your  Charter,  or  that  of 
*^'the  Pljmouib  Company,  or  what  Conftrudion  may, 
^  'at' this  Time  of  Day,  be  put  upon  the  Terms  of 
*'  them.  The  Mode  of  Decifion  I  conlider  as  the 
**  principal  Objedt,  not  the  Merits  of  the  Dilpute. 

**  Were  it  expedient  or  proper,  on  this  Occafion, 
**  to'  have  entered  into  a  Pifcuflion  of  the  Right,  I 
*'  fhotild  not  content  myfelf  with  pointing  out  the 
■*'  Settlement  of   1664,   conclufive  as  I   eileem  it   to 

*'  be. —The  feveral    P«rchafes    made  from  the  In- 

'^^dians  by' the  Proprietaries,  without' any  Gbjedioris 

D  '  t'  on 
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*'  on  the  Part  of  your  Golony — the  Sales  made  by 
*'  them,  and  the  Settlement  and  long  Occupation  of 
"  the  Purchafers  under  thofe  Sales,  without  Cppofi, 
«'  tion — the  Imprafticability  of  exercifing  a  Jurifdicr 
*'  tion  over  the  vail  Territory  which  lies  between 
*'  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  Soutb-Ssa — the  Interja-^ 
"  cency  of  two  Provinces  between  your  Seat,  of  Go- 
•'  vernment  and  the  Places  to  which  you  would  now' 
"  extend  your  Jurifdiftion  ;  together;  with  the  Ac- 
"  quiefcence  of  your  Colony  under  the  Grant  of 
*'  Pennfylvania  ever  fmce  the  Y.ear  1681  to  the  pre- 
"^  fent  Time  ;  and  many  other^  Tranfadions  and 
*'  Circumftances  attending  the  Cafe,  afford  abundant 
*'  Matter  for  infuperable  Objedlions  to  your.  Claim^ 
"  and  no  Doubt  will  be  urged  before  thxe  Tribunal 
."  which  is  to  decide  the  Controverfy   between   us. 

"I  AM  now  to  confider  your  propofed  Method 
"  of  eftablifhing  Peace  and  good  Order,  by  drawing. 
♦*  a  temporary  Line  of  Jurifdi<5lion  ; — and  to  this  toa 
*'  there  appear  to  me  Objections  which  cannot  b«. 
*'  got.  over. . 

'*  The  Leg-iflature  of  this  Province  have  cre6bed 
"  that  Part  of,  the  Country  where  the  Co7tne5licut 
*'  People  are  fettled  into  a  County.  There  exifts  a» 
"  legal  Jurifdi6tion, ,  which  it  is  not  in  my  Power, 
*'  to  rcftrain,  much  lefs  can  I  transfer  it  to  another. 
•*  Government.  Great  Quantities  of  Land  have  been 
*'*  granted,  under  this  Province,  before  your  Govern- 

"  meat: 
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"  mcnt  took  up  this  Matter,  which  will  fall  within 
"  any  Line  that  can  be  devifed  ;  and  it  is  not  in 
"  my  Power  to  prohibit  the  Purchalers  from  fettling 
*'  them  i  nor  can  I,  with  Juliice,  take  any  fceps  to- 
""  rcflrain  them. 

"  These  are  Dii^cult'cs  which  unavoidably  obftriuft 
"  your   Propofal. 

"  Moreover,  Gentlemen,  you  are  in  the  Profecu- 
■"  tion  of  a  Claim  which  has  long  lain  dormant, 
•*'  and  furely,  that  Ciaini  ought  to  be  eftablifned  by 
^*  proper  authority,  before  you  can,  with  any  Degree 
*'  of  Propriety,  think  of  extending  your  Jurifdid-ion 
"  over  a  Country  which  hath  been  legally  pofTeiTed, 
*'  and  where  the  regular  Jurifdidion  of  anotiler  Gg> 
"  vernment  hath  taken  Place,  long  before  your  Co- 
"  lony  had  concluded  to  profecute  their  Claim  to 
''•  it. 

"As  I  cannot,  for  the  Reafons  afTigned,  accede 
**  to  the  Propofal  of  a  temporary  Line  of  Jurifdidtion  j 
**  fo  neither  can  I  forefee  any  Means  that  appear  to 
"  me  likely  to  effeftuate  Peace  and  Order,  and  to 
*'  prevent  for  the  future  fuch  violent  Outrages  aa 
"  have  been  lately  perpetrated  in  that  Part  of  the 
**  Country  where  the  People  -of  Conne^icut  are  now 
**  fettled,  but  their  entirely  evacuating  the  Lands 
*'  in  their  Poffeflion  until  a  legal  Decifion  of  our 
f  Controverfy  may  be   obtained. 

tt  And 
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"  And   when  it  is  confidered,   that  this    PoiTeflion 
"  was    effefted    by   armed   Bodies   of   People,    in    aa 
"  hoftile  Manner  expelling  from   their  lawful  Pofief- 
*'  fions    thole    who   had    purchafed    their   Lands    and 
"  fettled    them   under   the   San6lion   of  this   Govern- 
*'  ment,    and   that   this   was   done  without  any  War- 
"  rant  or  Authority   from  the  Colony   of  Conne5l'uut^ 
"  nay  long   before    that   Colony    had  ever  avowed    a 
"  Claim  to  thefe  Lands,   I  cannot  but   think  it  highly 
*'  reafonable    that    fuch   a   tortious    and   unjuitifiable 
*'  PojlTefiion   Ihould    be   relinquillied    by    the  Colony, 
*'  at   a   Time   when   they     are   purjimig   a   Claim   on 
"  the    Principles    of    Right    and    in   a    legal    Way. 
^'  Indeed   I  cannot'  conceive,  from  the  Meafures   that 
*'  have    been   adopted   by   the   Colony    of  Conne5licut 
"  fmce  they  have   made  their   Claim,    that   they   can 
"  wiih    to   avail   themfelves    of   a  PoiTeflion   extorted 
*'  by  fuch   lawlefs  and    violent   Proceedings,    or   that 
"  th"y  can  imagine  themfelves  under  the  leaft  Obli- 
*'  gation   to  fupport    or   abet   a  Sett  of  People  who 
"  have  been  capable  of   a6ling  in  fo  outrageous   and 

"  unjuft^fiuble   a  Manner. 1  am  therefore  induced 

*'  to  hope,^  Gentlemen,  that  when  this  Matter  comes 
V  to  be  cOoUy  confidered  by  your  Government,  if 
"  their  Views  are  Tke  mine  direded  to  a  fpeedy  and 
*'  peaceable  Decifion  of  this  Difpute,  they  will  ule 
*'  ail  poflible  Means  to  withdraw  the  People  thus. 
"  fettle^?!,  in  the  moll  expeditioiis  and  efteduai  Man*- 
*'  ner. 
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"  I  OBSERVE,  Gentlemen,  you  have  not  thought 
**  proper  to  lay  any  Thing  in  Anlwer  to  that  Part 
-*'  of  my  letter  where  I  propofe  that  you  fhould 
"  exhibit  a  Petition  to  His  Majefly,  and  that,  on 
*'  the  firfl  Notice,  the  Proprietaries  would  appear 
*'  and  anfwer  fuch  Petition,  and  expedite  a  De- 
**  cifion.  I  therefore  think  it  necefiary  to  inform 
*'  you,  that  in  Cafe  there  fhould  be  any  Delay  on 
"  your  Part  to  exhibit  fuch  Petition,  as  your  Colony 
**  have  at  Length  adopted  a  Claim  which  they  have 
"■  always  heretofore  declined,  the  Proprietaries  of 
"  Pennfylvania  will  immediately  make  their  Applica- 
"  tion  to  His  Majefly  to  take  the  Matter  under 
"  his  Royal  Confideration. 

"  I   am.    Gentlemen, 
*'  Your  mofb  obedient  humble  Sei-vant, 

"JOHN    PEN  N.'* 

To  which   we  rejoined   in  this   Manner. 

*'  Philadelphia,  iJi^h  of  December^    ^77 Z* 

**TT  is  with  great  Satisfacflion  that  we  receive  the 
^  AfTurances  contained  in  your  Favor  of  Yefterday, 
"  that  you  do  not  decline  the  Propofal  we  made,  of 
"  an  amicable  Settlement  of  the  Controverfy  between 
*'  the  Colony  of  Conne^jaif  and  the  Proprietaries  of 
*'  Pennfyhania  ;  nor  a  joint  Application  to  the  Crown 
•'  to  appoint  Commiflioners  to  decide  it,  with  a 
"  View  of  protrading  the  Time  or  enhancing  the 

"  Expencf 
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■"  Expcnce   of  a   Decifion.      We   can   tlierefore  cniy 
■'*  lament  that  you  fee  th's  Af^ir  in  a  very  different 
"  Light  from  that   in  which  it  prefents  itfelf  to  our 
*'  Minds  ;    as,    notwithftanding   the  additional  Obfer- 
*'  vations    you    have  -  made,    we    are   ftill   clearly   of 
*'  Opinion,  that  much  Time,  Expence   and   Trouble 
*'  might  have  been    faved  by   a  Reference  to  Gentle- 
"  men    in  America^    or    a    joint    Application    to  His 
"  Majefly  ; — fince   v/lth  Refpeft   to    the    fonner,    we 
*'  do  not  apprehend  that   His  Majefty  will  determine 
*'  a  Controverfy  of  this    Magnitude  and  Importance, 
*'  without    firfb    iffuing   a   Commiflion    to    hear    and 
*'  examine   in   America,   referving   an  Appeal  to   him- 
*'  felf  in  Council  •,    fo   that   the   whole  Expence   and 
*'  Delay  of   foliciting   inch    Commiflion    and   of    the 
*'  fubfequent    Appeal,    which     niull    be    very    great, 
*'  would  have  been  faved  in  the  Mode  we  propofed. 
*'  And  that    both   the   Colony   and    the  Proprietaries 
**  would   have    acquiefced    in  the    Decifion    of  fuch 
*'  Referrees,  we  cannot  Doubt — In  Point   of  Honor, 
*'  neither    of   them    could   have     receded    from    the 
-*'  Determination   of  impartial   Judges    of    their    owa 
*'  appointing.     And  with    Refpe6t   to    the   latter,  we 
•*  imagine  we  forefee  Difficulties,   unneceflary  now  to 
••'  be   mentioned,    of  great   and   real    Weight,    which 
"  will    attend    *n    adverfary    Suit    by    either   Party, 
"  which  would  have  been  totally  obviated  by  a  joint 
:"  Application, 

«  Youjt 
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*'  Your  Want  of  full  Powers  from  the  other 
•'  Proprietor  of  the  Province,  \\'e  acknov/kge  is  a 
**  real  Difficulty,  which  might  have  prevented  an 
*'  immediate  Settlement  of  the  Controverfy  -,  but 
'*  were  your  Defires  to  cffe(5buate  fuch  a  Settlement 
*'  as  ardent  as  thofe  with  which  we  are  imprelTed, 
*'  fuch  is  now  the  Facility  of  Communication  be- 
"  tween  this  Country  and  Gj'eat-Britntji,  that  the 
"  Delay  which  would  attend  the  obtaining  of  full 
*'  Powers   would  have  been  of  very   fhort   Duration.- 

"  We  do  not  yet  fee  that  the  Admiffion  of  our 
**  Claim,  whether  juft  or  imaginary,  fo  far  as  to  join 
*'  in  an  Application  to  His  Majefty  for  Commiffio- 
"  ners  to  decide  it,  could  in  any,  Refped  prejudice 
**  the  Proprietaries.  And  the  LPipropriety  or  the 
*'  implied  Acknowledgement  you  apprehend  it  would 
•'  carry  with  it,  feem  to  be  founded  in  too  narrow 
*'  an  Idea  of  the  Powers  to  be  applied  for. — We  do 
**  not  apprehend  that  the  Commiffion  to  be  iffued 
^*  upon  this  Occafion,-  fhould  be  fimply  to  fettle 
**  Boundaries,  though  this  too  muft  be  included  ; 
"  but  a  Commiffion  delegating  a  compleat  Jurifdic- 
•'  tion  to  hear  and  adjudge  the  whole  Controverfy  in 

*'  whatever   Light   it   may   prefent   itfelf To  this 

*'  Purpofe  it  is  clearly  enough,  that  the  Colony 
•*  claim  as  their  Right,  a  large  Country  which  the 
^  Proprietaries  conceive  belongs  to  them. 
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"  I?c  the  Idea  you  inculcate,  that  it  is  not  at  all 
"  material  at  this  Time  to  enter  into  the  Merits  of 
"  the  Difpute  any  farther  than  refpe6ls  the  moft 
*'  eligible  Mode  of  deciding  it,  we  very  fully  con- 
"  cur  j — If  we  have  done  more,  we  very  freely  ac- 
*'  knowlege  it  was  totally  improper,  and  we  beg 
*•'  Leave  to  allure  you,  that  v/e  fhould  have  faid 
"  nothing  upon  the  Merits  of  our  Claim,  had  not 
"  the  Settlement  in  1664  feemed  to  have  been  un- 
"  derftood  by  you,  as  being  of  fo  decifivc  a  Nature 
*'  as  abfolutely  to  preclude  all  further  Controverfy, 
*'  apji  been  ftated  in  your  Letter  as  a  conclufive 
*'  ObjeiSlion  againft  your  entering  into  any  Ncgotia- 
*'  tion  upon  the  Subjedl.  It  was  neceflary  therefore, 
*'  for  us,  ■  if  we  hoped  to  fucceed  in  any  Meafure  in 
*'  the  Negotiation  with  which  we  w'eire  charged,  if 
*'  poiTible,  to  remove  that  Objeftion  -, — In  this  Light, 
*'  and  to  this  Purpofe  only,  it  was,  that  we  took 
*'  the  Liberty  to  fubmit  to  your  Confideration  the; 
*'  {hort  Hints  we  threw  out  upon  that  Subjedl,  fen- 
*'  ffble  that  the  full  Difcuflion  of  it  muft  be  referred 
"  to  another  Time  and  another  Occafionj  before  sl 
"' proper  Forum. 

"  It  is  for  the  like  Reafon  only,  that  we  will  not, 
"  upon  this  Gccafion,  make  any  Stridures  Upoq 
"  the  other  0'bje(ftions,  you  have  hinted  at,  to  the 
"  Conne^icu-t -T'lilt,' to.  3l\1  which  the  moft  fatisfaCVory 
**  Anfwers  may  be  given  j — it  were  only  to  obferve, 

«  The 
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'■  "  -The    Piirchafes   from   tlie   Indians    by   the   Pro-- 

."**  prietaries,    and    Sales     by   them    made,    were   they 

*'  more  ancient  than  they   are,  could  add  no  Strength 

"  to   the  Proprietary   Title,   fince   the  Right  of  Prc- 

•*'  emption   of  the  Natives,  was,  by  the  Royal  Gri^nt, 

"  exprefiy   vefted   in    the   Colony  of  Connehkut^    ind 

-"  confequcntly  thofe  Piirchafes   and  Sales  were  coually 

*'  without  any   legal  Foundation,    they   could   neither 

'*'  acquire    any    Right    by    the    one,     or  transfer    any 

*'  Title    by    the    other, — but    that   both   the  •  one  and 

**  the  other,    have  been    too  recent  to  be  the  Ground 

"  of   any  Argument,    fince  we   are  advifcd   that  the 

*'  Proprietaries  made  no  Purchafe  of  the  Natives,   of 

*'  any    Confequence   to   this    Difpute,     prior    to   the 

**  Treaty  at  Fort  Swiwlx — That  the  c^ilual  Occupation 

*'  under  the  Conne^icuJ  Title  of  the  contcfted  ilands, 

'**  was    as  early,   and  in  fomc  Parts   of  the  Country^ 

"  prior   to   that  under  the  Proprietaries' That  the 

*'  imagined  Impradticability  of  exercifmg  Jurifdidtion, 

"  by   the   Colony,  over  fo  extenfive  a  Country,  is  a 

"  Queftion    of    Policy,     not    an   Objedion     to     the 

**  Right,     and   can    have     no    more   Weight    againft 

*'  the   Colony   Title     than    the   Impropriety    and    ill 

**  Policy  of  veiling   fo   Ijrge   a  Territory  as   that  of 

"  Pennjylvania   in   a   linglc  Subject,  will  have  againlt 

"  that  of    the  Propr'etaries,    and  are   Confiderations, 

"  both   equally  improper   to  be  mentioned  on  either 

*'  Side That  of  the  fam:e  Nature  is  the  fuppoied 

"  Difficulty  of  the  Intervention  of  another  Province 

"  between  our  Seat  of  Government  and  the  Country 

E  **  over 
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•'  over  which  wt  thu3  Claim  a  Jurifdiftlon,  which 
*'  is  alfo  a  Queftion  of  Policy,  and- yet,  has,-  in 
"  Fa<5l,  in  one  Inftance  at  leall,.  in  America  been 
"'found   to    be   attended   with   no  Difficulty   of  any 

*'  Confequcnce That  ;  the .  Acquiefcence'    of    the 

"  Colony  under  the  Grant  of  Pennfylvania^  is  of  no 
"  more  Force  than  the  Acquiefcence  of  the  Propri- 
*'  etaries  under  the  Grant  to  Conm client^  and  caii 
"  have  little  Weight  on  either  Side,  fince  'till  very 
"lately  the  Indians  refufed  to  give  up  the  Country 
"  to  either,  and  neither  can  be  confidered  as  having 
"  fuffered  their  Claim  to  have  lain  culpably  dor» 
^'  mant  under  the  particular  Circuraftances'  of  the 
"  Cafe  and  the  Situation  of  the  Country,  and  elpe- 
"  cially  that  this  cannot  be  imputed  to  Conne£iicut^ 
"'  w^hofe  Grant  was,  exprefly  for  the  Purpofe  of  Set«. 
"  tlement,  but  without  Limitation  of  Time,  and 
"  they  had  not,  'till  within  a  very  few  Years  paft, 
"  fettled  the  Country  to  the  Eaftward  of  New-T^rk, 
*•  and  confequently  could  not,  upon  any  proper 
*'  Grounds,  Iboner  purfue  their  Claim  or  attend  to 
'*  the  aftual  Settlement  of  this  Weftern  Part  of 
•'  their  Colony, 

"  But  thefe,  and  many  other  Circumftances  and 
"  Confiderations,  tending  ta  elucidate  and  to^ftablilH 
*'  the  Claipi  of  the  Colony  beyond  all  Contradid:i» 
"  on,  we  will  make  no  Mention  of,  as  proper  only 
"  to  be  explained  and  enforced  before  a  Tribunal 
"  competent  to  the .  Dvt^rmiiiauoa  of  the  whole 
^  Cgntroverfy.    ^  ,  1'  Bvt 
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"  But  as  the  Application  to  fuch  a  Tribunal, 
^'  whether  tfn  the  Part  of  the  Colony,  or  as  you 
*'  propofe,  by  the  Proprietaries  (to  which  we  have 
"  no  Objcdion)  will  neceflarily  take  up  much  Time, 
"  we  are  extremely  forry  to  find,  that  you  cannot 
"  agree,  in.  the  mean  Time,  to  the  Methods  we  have 
*'  propoled  for  prelerving  Peace  and  good  Order 
"among  the  Inhabitants  in  that  Part  of  the  Coun- 
"  try,— neither  to.  that  of  a  })erfonal  Diflinftion,  for 
"  the  Purpofe  of  Jurifdidion,  of  the  Claimants 
*-'  uruder.  the  fevcral  Titles,  by  entering  their  Names 
"  in  fome  proper  Office,  which  we  offered  at  the 
"  Conference  with  you  on  Saturday  laft,  nor  that 
^*  of  a  temporary  Line  of  Junfdidion,  which  we 
*.'  propofed  m  our  Paper  of  the  iSth  Inftant,  and 
"that  nothing  iefs  will  fatisfy  you,  than  a  total 
'*'  Evacuation   of  the  Country  by   the  Settlers   under 

^'  Connetlieiit . .This    is    a    Meafure  which    we    do 

••*  not  think  ourielves  authorifed  by  the  Colony  to 
**:  confent  to,  and  which  we  have  no  Imagination 
?'  that  they  will  adopt. 


•  •*  Wb  confider  therefore  our  Negotiation  with 
'  you  as  at  an  End,  and  have  only  to  confole 
•*  ourfelves,  that  whatever  happens,  we  have  on  our 
"  Part  faithfully  endeavored,  not  only  to  terminate 
"  the  Controverfy  with  all  pofTible  Difpatch,  but 
**  alfo.  to  provide  for  the  Quiet  of  the  Country 
Vi  while  the  Difpute  ihall  be  depending, 

i\  GiVB 
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**  Give  us  Leave,  however,  at  Parting,  to  remark,. 
f*  in    Anlwer   to    the   Rcaibns   you    mention  for   noc 
"  acceding  to  our  Propoflils,  that  we  never  imagined 
"  that   it  was    in   ycur   Fewer,     by   your  own    Au- 
"  thority,     to    controul  the    Jurifdiftion     eredcd    in 
*'  that  Part  of  the  Country,  or  to  prohibit  or  refcrain 
"  the    Purchafers     from     fettling    under    tiie    Grants 
"  adl'ually   made    to    them   under    this  Province  ;   but 
"  we    did    imagine,    and   this   wc    have  yet   no  Doubt 
"  of,   that   the  Lcgiilature   of  the    Colony,    of  v/hich 
"  you    are,  a   Parr,    would,  at  your  Deiire,    have   ad- 
"  ded     the    Sanftion-    of     their    Authority.,     to    any 
"  Agreement  you  had  thought  proper  to  have  come 
"  into    for   preferving    the    Peace    of   the    People  ;— - 
"  Your   Want   of  Power  in   your  perfonal  Capacity, 
"  or    as    one    of  the   Proprietaries    of    the    Province,' 
"  can  thereforey     with   us,     form    no  Objeftion   why" 
••'  you   fhould  not  have   accepted  one  or  other  of  our' 
*'  Propofals,   fmce  we    are  perfuaded  that   the  AfTem-' 
"  bly   of  the  Province  would  have  given  every  Aid' 
"  in  their   Power   to   fo   :alutary  a  JDefign. 

■*» 

"  It  is  with  much  Concern,  that  we  find  yotir 
"  Attention  fo  flrongly  turned  towards  the  :  Pro-i' 
"  ceedings  of  the  'Sufquehr.nnah  Company,  in  fettling' 
"  under  the  Conne5iJcut  Title,  aiid  that  you  have' 
"  conceived  fo  ill  an.  Opin'on  of  thofe  Prjoceedings. ' 
"This  is  a  Subject  which  we  were  not  infl:ru6l:ed' 
*'^"  to  difcufs,  and  which  v/e  waved  entering,  into^' 
'*  particularly  in  t'Ui"  former  Papers ;- — But  fmce  you. 

"  recali 
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*^  rccal   our   Attention    to    it,     in    the   Manner   you 
"  have   done,     we   cannot  forbear  obferving   to   you,, 
"  that  the   primary   Pofiefilon    of    die   People   under 
"  CcnncBuut  was  taken  at  a  Time  when  the  Country 
*-'  was   intirely    a   Wildcrnefs,    under    an   Indian   Pur- 
"  chafe,  approved  of  by  the  Colony  and  under  their 
"  Title    of   Preemption  from  the  Crown,  when   there 
'*  was   no   Perfon   upon  the   Land  v   much   lefs,    any 
'^'  Body     holding    under    tlie    Proprietaries  -,    and   of 
"  Courfe   could   not  be  attended  with 'any   Force  or 
^  Violence.     This   PofTefTion   was  interrupted  by  the 
"  Indians    of  the   far   Nations,    in   open    War,     and. 
"  again,  without   Force,  refumed   in    1762,  and  was 
"  only   fufpended   while    the   Matter    could     be    laid. 
"  before   His    Majefty,    in  Confequence   of  a   Letter 
"  from   die   Earl  of  Egremtnt^   one  of  His  Majefty's.. 
"  principal    Secretaries  of  State,    founded   upon    Re- 
"  prefentations  made  by  the  Governor  of  this  Province, 
"  tranfmitted  by   Sir  Jeffery  Amherfiy  Commander   in. 
"  Chief  of  His  Maiefty's   Forces   in   North-America^. 
"  fuggefting   that   the  Settlement  was  difagreeable  to. 
^  the   Indians^    and  might  occafion    an   Indian  War,, 
"  and  the'  Devaftation  of  the  Frontiers.     When  that. 
"  Reprefentation     to   His   Majefty   had    been     made,. 
"  and    all   Apprehenfions    of   Difpleafurc     from    the 
"  Indians  were  effeflually  rcm.oved   by  their   Refigna^ 
"  tion  of  the  Country  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanivix^. 
"  they    apprehended    they    might   very,  juftifiably    re- 
"  fume    their  Pofieflicns,     which   they   attempted   ta 
!'  do  in  a  peaceable  Manner, ,  but  were,   as  we   are. 

*'  advifed,. 
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*'  advifed,  interrupted  and  oppofed  by  Perfons  claim- 
*'  ing  under,  the  Froprietanes.  Then  it  was  that 
"  Violence  commenced  and  Force  was  oppofed  to 
*'  Force — on  the  one  Hand  co  regain,  on  the  other 
"  to  prevent  an  aftual  Occupation  of  the  Lands  ; 
**  on  neither  Side,  perliaps,  jullifiable  ia  the  Degree, 
"  but  on  both  founded  on  a  real  Idea  of  Right, 
**  and  therefore,  not  meritinsr  the  levere  Conftrutlion 
"  that  has  been  put  upon  it,  or  the  harfh  Epithets 
"  you  have  applied  to  it.— ^ — When  you  add  to  this, 
**  that  they  were  advifed,  as  in  Fad:  they  were, 
**  that  they  could  not  try  their  Right  or  the  Title 
"  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut^  but  upon  the  Ground 
*'  of  an  aftual  Polfeflion,  which  fhculd  put  the 
*'  Proprietaries  to  fuch  an  Aftion  at  Law  for  the 
*'  Recovery   of  the    PofTeflion.  as    might     bring    the 

"  Title  in  Queftion -That  the  firft  PoflefTion  ;and 

"  the  fubfequcnt  Struggles  to  regain  and  mainta'n 
*'  their  Pofleflion,  was  with  the  avowed  Purpofe  of 
"  trying  the  Title  in  the  moft  regular  and  effedual 
*'  Manner— — That  they  exprefly  offered,  both  here 
'*  and  in  Europe^  to  fubmit  to,  and  be  concluded' 
•*  by,  a  legal  Decifion — -- — That  their  Situation  was' 
*'  fuch  that  they  could  bring  no  pofTefibry  Adbion 
•'  themfelyes,  and  that  the  Proprietors  and  thofe  who 
"  held  under  them,  rtfufed,  or,  at  leaft,  neglecSted, 
**  to  bring  any  Adion  of  that  Nature  on  their 
"  Part,  but  on  the  contrary  repeatedly  harraffed  thelc 
"  unfortunate  People  with  cr:m-nal  Profecutions  iff 
.**  which  the  Title  could  hot  con^c  in  Queftion,  and 

^  cvea 
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"even  in  thofe  Cafes,  when  a  Ple^  to  the  Jurif, 
**  didion  of  the  Court  was  offered,  it  was  abfolutelf 
*'  rejedted,  and  that  with  Circumitances  of  Con- 
"  tempt  ! 

"  When  you  confider  thefe  Circatnftances,  .and 
"many  others,  whigh  are  capable  of  die  cleareft, 
"  Proof,  we  cannot  but  hope,  you  will  entertain,  ia 
"  future,  more  favorable  Sentiments  of  the  Conndlicul 
"  Settlers .  and  their  former  Proceedings  than  have. 
"  been  attempted  to  be  imprefTed  upon  you  by  the 
"  Reprefentations  of  interefted  Individuals,  .willing 
"  to  magnify  paft  Services  or  procure  future  J^'avors  ^ 
*'  and.  will  not  be  furprized  that  the  Colony  fhould 
"  be  content  to  avail  themfelves  of  a  Poffeflloa 
"  which  began  and  has  been  continued  with  fuch 
•'  Views  and  under  fuch  Circumftances,  or  be  willing 
*'  to'  take  under  their  Protedion,  a  People,  who 
V  iiave  uniformly  claimed  under  their  Title,  a^id 
•'.labored  indefatigably  to  bring-  it  to  a  legal  j^e- 
•'  cifion,  .. 

"  We  cannot,  finally,  omit  to  remind  you,  that 
•'  the  eftablilhed  Jurifdiftion  under  this  Province,  of 
•*  which  you  avail  yourfelf,  and  to  which  you  wifh 
*'  our  People  to  fubmit,  was  ereded,  not  only  after 
**  the.  Pofieflion  above  referred  to,  but  after  it  was 
"  publickly  known  that  the  General  Aflembly  of 
'*  Ccnne^icut  had  directed,  a  Sta;te  of  their  Claim  to 
•*  be  drawn  up  and  laid  beiw  learned  Council  in 
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*'  Efigland,  for  their  Opinion,  and  was,  perhaps, 
"  precipitated  to  prevent,  if  poiTible,  tae  probable 
^'  Conlequences  of  that  Meafure.  Upon  the  Whole, 
"  though  we  thought  it  our  Duty,  drawn  to  it  bj 
"  fome  ExprelTions  in  your  Letter,  to  mention  fonie 
*'  of  thefe  Circumftances,  and  the  Grounds  of  the 
"  former  Proceedings  in  this  JVIatter,  yet  we  wilh 
*'  not  to  dweii  upon  them,  or  to  recai  to  Mind 
"  Occurrences  which  can  afford  no  Pleafure  in  the 
*'  Review,  and  will  have  little  Influence  upon  the 
**  Cafe  m  it's  prefent  State,  fince  it  muft  finally  be 
*'  determined,  not  by  thefe  incidental  Circumftances 
*'  and  Occurrences,  but  upon  great  and  general 
*'  Principies  -, — By  them  we  are  content  to  ftc^nd  or 
**  fall,   and   will   be   finally    decided  when   the   Caufe 

**  fhall  be  duly  adjudged. In  the  mean  Time,  we 

*'  beg  Leave  to  return  you  our  fmcere  Thanks  for 
*'  the  Politenefs  and  Candor  you  have  difcovercd 
*'  upon  this  Occafion — of  which,  and  every  other 
«  Circumftance  of  the  prefent  Negotiation,  we  affure 
"  you  we  will  make  a  faithtul  Report  to  our 
"  Conftituents,  and  are,  with  very  great  Elteem 
"  and  Refpeft, 

Your  Honor's  moll  obedient. 

And   mofl    humble   Servants, 

"  Eliphalet  Dyer,  1 

"  William-Samuel  Jqhnson,  > CommifTioners." 

"  Jedidiah  StPvOng,  J 

-  Ws 
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Wi  accompanied  our  Letter  with  this  Cardj 

••/^OL.  Dtir,  Dr.  Johnson^  and  Mr.  Stronct, 
^^  **  prcfcnt  their  rcfpc(5bful  Compliments  to  G6- 
*•  vernor  PiNNj  and  acquaint  him  that  they  purpofe 
*•■  to  ftt  out  on  their  Return  Home  this  Afternoon, 
5*  and  if  there  are  any  Services  which  they  can 
•*  render  him  either  in  CoKne^icut  or  Neiv-Tcrk^  they 
**  will  be  very  happy  to  receive  the  Honor  of  his 
**  Commands. 
•*  Saturday  Nooj).' 


sr 


To  which  th€  Governor  replied^ 

•^•^OVERNOH  Penn  prefents  his  Compliments 
^^  •*  to  Col.  Dyer,  Dr.  Johnson,  and  Mr. 
^*  Strong* — is  mwch  obliged  to  them  for  the  polite 
"  Offer  of  their  Services,  and  wifhes  them  a  plealant 
*•  Journey. 

**  Saf^urday^   December  25/y?'."" 

Which  cloied   our  Proceedings  with  him,  and  wc- 
krmediately  came  out  of  Town  en  our  Return.  Home, 
^  ^  J     ^  TT  t  Your    Honor's 

/         7    774'  J      And  humble  Servants, 

Eliphalet  Dyer, 
William-Samuel  Johnson, 
Jedidiah  Strong, 
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